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Quality Assessments in Early Intervention Programs: Using the Battelle Developmental 
Inventory, Second Edition (BDI-2)

Identification of children for special 
education is a complex and high stakes 
process (NAEYC, 2009):
• Current research indicates that 

misidentification continues to be a 
persisting problem (Bal, Sullivan, & 
Harper, 2014)

• Some children may be receiving 
unnecessary services and others may 
not be getting needed services

• For young children, these complexities 
are magnified due to the increased 
difficulty in administering 
developmentally appropriate 
assessments and the current focus on 
standardized assessment
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Study Design
This study employed a qualitative case 
study (Stake, 2000). Participants 
included 20 assessment teams. 
Quantitative Analysis:
• Coding for adherence to assessment 

protocol using an implementation 
checklist

• Coding by two coders with 95% 
interrater reliability 

Qualitative Analysis:
• Directed content analysis informed by 

both the research literature and 
iterative coding based on new 
information

• Two levels of coding were completed 
examining provider-parent 
interactions and provider-child 
interactions
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Interview Structured

Involve families in ALL aspects 
of assessment

Be positive (to a point)

Leverage team-based 
assessments

Focus on family centered 
assessment practices in training

• Do not rush responses
• Ask all relevant questions

• Take care not to unintentionally 
inflate scores

• Employ collaborative strategies to 
ensure data is accurate

• Teach family centered assessment 
practices as a distinct  set of skills

High Quality Assessments in Early Intervention

This study highlights the importance of looking at the assessment and eligibility 
processes in early intervention and special education. 

• Rushed Responses
• Leading Questions
• Missing 

Information

• Working as a 
Team

• Supporting Each 
Other

• Parents as 
Resources

• Valuing Parent-
Child 
Relationship

• Rapport Building
• Promoting 

Comfort
• Providing 
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1. What was the level of adherence to 
standardization protocols when 
administering BDI-2 test items?

2. What were the quality of interactions 
between providers and families during 
the test session?
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